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UNCLAS IZMIR 272 
E. O. 11672: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, TU 

SUBJECT: 1978 IZMIR INTERNATIONAL FAIR 

REF: (A) ANKARA 5094 ( NOTAL), (B) ANKARA 5133 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. THIRTY-FOUR COUNTRIES, PLUS THE PALESTINE LIBERA- 
TION ORGANIZATION IN AN UNOFFICIAL CAPACITY, ARE EXPECTED TO PAR- 
TICIPATE IN THIS YEAR'S IZMIR INTERNATIONAL FAIR. THE TOTAL DUTY- 
FREE EXHIBITION QUOTA FOR THE FAIR WILL BE $25 MILLION, THE SAME AS 
LAST YEAR, BUT THE NEW TECHNOLOGY PORTION WILL BE HALVED TO $2 
MILLION. THE FAIR DIRECTOR AND MAYOR OF IZMIR HAVE PROMISED A 
GREATER EMPHASISI ON COMMERCE, AS OPPOSED TO AMUSEMENT, AT THIS 
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YEAR'S FAIR, AND TO THAT END ARE ORGANIZING A "BUSINESSMEN'S AND 
MERCHANTS' WEEK" AT THE FAIR. A SOVIET FOREIGN TRADE DELEGATION 
IS EXPECTED TO VISIT THE FAIR, AND THE NEW SOVIET-TURKISH TRADE 
AGREEMENT MAY BE SIGNED AT THAT TIME. END SUMMARY 

2. THE IZMIR FAIR DIRECTORATE AND THE MAYOR'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED 
EARLIER THIS MONTH THAT 34 COUNTRIES, THE SAME NUMBER AS LAST YEAR, 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE 1978 IZMIR INTERNATIONAL FAIR. INDONESIA, 

THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE PHILIPPINES AND PORTUGAL WILL 
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RESUME PARTICIPATION AFTER ABSENSES OF A YEAR OF MORE. ALBANIA, 
MEXICO AND THE NETHERLANDS HAVE GIVEN NOTICE OF THEIR INTENTION 
NOT TO PARTICIPATE THIS YEAR. TUNISIA HAS NOT SENT A FORMAL NOTICE, 
BUT IS NOT EXPECTED TO TAKE PART. THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANI- 
ZATION WILL BE REPRESENTED IN AN UNOFFICIAL CAPACITY. 

3. THIS YEAR'S REGULAR DUTY-FREE EXHIBITION QUOTA WILL BE $23 
MILLION AND THE NEW TECHNOLOGY QUOTA WILL BE $2 MILLION, FOR A 
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TOTAL OF $25 MILLION. WHILE THIS IS THE SAME TOTAL AS LAST YEAR'S, 

THE NEW TECHNOLOGY QUOTA HAS BEEN REDUCED 50 PERCENT. IN A CON- 
VERSATION WITH CON GEN OFFICER ON JUNE 6, 1978, RECENTLY APPOINTED 
IZMIR FAIR DIRECTOR HAMDI ASENA SAID THAT APPORXIMATELY 80 PERCENT 
OF THE NORMAL QUOTA AND 50 PERCENT OF THE NEW TECHNOLOGY QUOTA HAD 
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BEEN FILLED LAST YEAR, AND IMPLIED THAT THIS WAS THE REASON FOR 
THE REDUCTION IN THE NEW TECHNOLOGY QUOTA THIS YEAR. 

4. DURING THIS SAME CONVERSATION ASENA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE 
IZMIR FAIR HAS BEEN OF LIMITED COMMERCIAL VALUE IN RECENT YEARS 
AND SAID THAT HE WOULD SEEK TO REVERSE THIS TREND. ALONG THESE 
LINES, PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY ASENA AND IZMIR MAYOR IHSAN ALYANAK 
IN RECENT WEEKS DO INDICATE A GREATER EMPHASIS ON COMMERCE AT THIS 
YEAR'S FAIR, PERHAPS WITH A VIEW TO MAKING IT MORE RELEVANT TO 
TURKEY'S PRESENT ECONOMIC NEEDS. A "BUSINESSMEN'S AND MERCHANTS' 
WEEK", TO BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER, WILL BE AN INNOVATION. IT WILL 

BE ORGANIZED AROUND A SERIES OF MEETINGS, TOURS, AND SEMINARS, 

WITH THE GOAL OF BRINGING TURKISH BUSINESSMEN IN DIRECT CONTACT 
WITH FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAVE PRODUCTS TO SELL. 

5. THE TURKISH PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT A SOVIET TRADE DELEGATION 
WILL COME TO THE FAIR FOR THE FORMAL SIGNING OF THE NEW THREE- 
YEAR SOVIET-TURKISH TRADE AGREEMENT. THIS WOULD BE IN KEEPING 
WITH THE SOVIET POLICY OF USING PARTICIPATION IN THE FAIR FOR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 IZMIR 00272 191345Z 

MAXIMUN PROPAGANDA BENEFIT. WHETHER OR NOT THE AGREEMENT WILL 
ACTUALLY BE SIGNED AT THEFAIR’S AUGUST 20TH OPENING, AS REPORTED, 

IS UNCLEAR. (SEE REFS) 

MOFFETT 
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